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Abstract. IEEE 802.11ah is designed to enhance
IoT networks by supporting numerous stations, ex-
tending coverage range, reducing power consumption,
and operating within the sub-1 GHz band. The Re-
stricted Access Window is introduced to mitigate col-
lisions and improve network throughput when multi-
ple stations contend for the channel simultaneously.
While the PHY layer in IEEE 802.11ah supports multi-
ple channels with different bandwidths, the MAC layer
only supports a single channel for communication be-
tween the Access Point (AP) and stations. However,
network performance can be improved by enabling sta-
tions at different locations to exchange data packets on
different channels concurrently. This paper proposes
a Spatial Multi-channel MAC (SM-MAC) protocol for
IEEE 802.11ah, which divides the AP’s coverage area
into sectors, each assigned a dedicated channel. Each
sector is served by two Forwarders responsible for relay-
ing data packets between stations and the AP. The per-
formance of the SM-MAC protocol is evaluated against
the IEEE 802.11ah MAC protocol in terms of packet
delivery ratio, throughput, and energy efficiency.
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1. Introduction

The Internet of Things (IoT) is a vast network of ev-
eryday objects, including devices, vehicles, and ap-
pliances, that can communicate and share informa-
tion with each other. These devices range from sim-
ple home devices to complex industrial machinery, en-
abling communication with other internet-connected
devices to create an interconnected network capa-
ble of autonomous data exchange and task execution.
IoT applications are diverse and include smart homes,
smart cities, industrial IoT, environmental monitoring,
agriculture, and healthcare. IoT brings a whole new
level of connectivity to the information and communi-
cation technology world, offering ubiquitous connectiv-
ity anytime, anywhere, for anything. The development
of wireless communication technology that satisfies the
needs of diverse Internet of Things applications, in-
cluding long-range transmission, large-scale connectiv-
ity, low power consumption, bounded delay, and stable
throughput, is essential. Wireless Personal Area Net-
works, such as ZigBee and Bluetooth Low Energy, offer
medium data rates at a short range. Low-Power Wide
Area Network technologies, such as LoRa, SigFox, NB-
IoT, eMTC, Wi-SUN, and IEEE 802.11ah, support low
or medium data rates and are focused on long-range
communications. IEEE 802.11ah, also called Wi-Fi
HaLow, is a recently introduced Wi-Fi standard that
provides the highest data rate and a medium trans-
mission range between WPAN and most LPWAN tech-
nologies (Fig. 1).

IEEE 802.11ah [2] offers network connectivity for
up to 8,192 stations with data rates ranging from 150
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Fig. 1: WPAN and LPWAN technologies [1].

kbps to 78 Mbps within a 1 km transmission range. It
supports different channel bandwidths on unlicensed
sub-GHz frequency bands, including 863–868 MHz,
755–787 MHz, and 902–928 MHz in Europe, China,
and North America, respectively (Fig. 2). In order
to improve high scalability and energy efficiency, IEEE
802.11ah incorporates novel features, such as a short
MAC header, fast association and authentication, a
Restricted Access Window (RAW), a Traffic Indica-
tion Map (TIM), a Target Wakeup Time (TWT), and
Hierarchical Organization.
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Fig. 1: US channelization. Fig. 2: US channelization.

To accommodate a large number of stations, IEEE
802.11ah utilizes a hierarchical Association Identifica-
tion (AID) structure organized into pages, blocks, sub-
blocks, and device position indexes. Stations within
a page are allocated to different Delivery Traffic Indi-
cation Map (DTIM) periods, DTIM periods to TIM
periods, and TIM periods to RAW slots in a hierarchi-
cal manner. Within a TIM period, there may be one
or more RAWs, and the RAW mechanism is introduced
to reduce collisions and interference among stations.

The use of scalable communication technologies to
connect a large number of devices for IoT applications
is essential. However, current implementations require
the use of a combination of different techniques, lead-
ing to increased network complexity. In addition to en-
hancing scalability, utilizing frequencies below 1 GHz
and supporting various modulation and coding schemes
(MCS) allows for easy configuration of IoT applica-
tions. Data rates ranging from 150 Kbps to 78 Mbps
are suitable for low-power IoT devices. Furthermore,

IoT devices only need to wake up for short periods to
transmit data and enter sleep mode for the remaining
time to conserve energy.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows.
Section 2 describes the literature review on MAC pro-
tocols in IEEE 802.11ah networks. Section 3 presents
the key features of the IEEE 802.11ah MAC proto-
col. The details of the proposed SM-MAC protocol are
presented in Section 4. The performance analysis and
evaluation are presented in Sections 5 and 6, respec-
tively. Finally, Section 7 concludes our work.

2. Related works

RAW is designed to mitigate the collisions among sta-
tions in IEEE 802.11ah by using a station grouping
mechanism. Raeesi et al. [3] proposed a model to an-
alyze saturation throughput, packet delay, and energy
efficiency for known collision probability and packet
error rate. Tian et al. [4] evaluated the impact of
the number of stations and traffic conditions on the
optimal values of the number of RAW groups. An
adaptive RAW group is necessary to maximize per-
formance under dynamic conditions. By taking into
account the reset of backoff state at the beginning of
the RAW slot, Khorov et al. [5] developed a math-
ematical model for saturated state based on Bianchi’s
model [6], a discrete-time Markov chain model, to esti-
mate throughput and energy consumption of the RAW
with the cross-slot boundary. Chang et al. [7] proposed
a traffic-aware grouping algorithm to improve channel
utilization.

Šljivo et al. [8] investigated how RAW and TIM seg-
mentation influence scalability, throughput, latency,
and energy efficiency in the presence of bidirectional
TCP/IP traffic. Kai et al. [9] designed the traffic
distribution-based sensor grouping scheme to balance
the energy efficiency of different groups in large-scale
access networks. Nawaz et al. [10] proposed a method
in which the RAW frame is divided into two sub-
frames, and the timing of RAW slots for each sub-frame
is selected based on group size, resulting in improved
throughput for RAW in clustering scenarios. Ahmed
and Hussain [11] introduced a method for the AP to
predict transmission times by dividing RAW into two
phases: a competing phase and a reservation phase,
enabling the scheduling of data packets before their ar-
rival. This advanced scheduling reduces channel com-
petition and unnecessary wake-ups, making it suitable
for large networks with a focus on low latency and en-
ergy efficiency. Sangeetha et al. [12] presented an ana-
lytical model to evaluate the saturation throughput of
IEEE 802.11ah with different data rates and proposed
a clustering algorithm based on data rates to improve
fairness and overall system throughput.
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Model-Based RAW Optimization Algorithm (Mo-
ROA) [13] used the trained surrogate RAW model to
determine the optimal RAW configuration in different
network and traffic conditions. Mondal et al. [14] eval-
uated network performance, particularly throughput,
by varying the number of stations and RAW groups.
Their findings indicated that the optimal number of
RAW groups depends on the total number of stations
within the network. Unlike the fixed RAW size in
IEEE 802.11ah, Fahad et al. [15] proposed a method
enabling the AP to dynamically adjust the RAW size
based on network packet transmission and the num-
ber of transmitting stations. Taramit et al. [16] pro-
posed an analytical model based on a two-level re-
newal process to assess channel access contention in
IEEE 802.11ah networks operating under Rayleigh fad-
ing conditions with capture effects. The paper also
introduced a Load-Aware Channel Allocation (LACA)
algorithm designed to optimize RAW slot durations for
complete packet delivery while maximizing channel uti-
lization. Mondal et al. [17] proposed a Machine Learn-
ing (ML)-based station grouping model that accurately
predicts RAW configuration parameters, aiming to en-
hance RAW performance in a real-world IoT network.
Additionally, it introduces a channel access technique
that employs an ML model to assign nodes to reserve
slots and adjust their slot durations when nodes cannot
access the channel due to collision detection. Nabuuma
et al. [18] eliminated collisions in the zoned network by
setting station back-off values according to their AID
position within the group.

Jamali et al. [19] introduced an association con-
trol method aimed at reducing blocking probability in
IEEE 802.11ah mIoT networks through two schemes:
limiting the number of devices associated with an AP
without utilizing information about IoT device traffic,
and determining the number of devices an AP can ad-
mit based on the maximum traffic generated by those
devices. Mahesh and Harigovindan [20] proposed a
service differentiation model for Group-Synchronized
Distributed Coordination Function (GS-DCF), group-
ing stations and assigning priorities based on their data
transmission needs. In the Registration-Based Colli-
sion Avoidance Mechanism [21], the AP schedules sta-
tion data transmission based on pre-registered back-off
values to prevent collisions.

Existing works [22–24] have proposed sectorized
grouping. In [22], stations are divided into sectors,
then further grouped according to the number of sta-
tions and their location. By utilizing a spatially orthog-
onal access method, the stations in different groups
within different sectors can access the channel dur-
ing their assigned RAW slots. This approach reduces
the packet collision probability, leading to a signifi-
cant improvement in the network throughput and a
decrease in system delay. In the directional ah MAC

protocol (Dah) [23, 24], the AP partitions its cover-
age into different sectors, employing antennas capable
of operating in both omnidirectional and directional
modes. A RAW is divided into four SubRAWs, with
each SubRAW aligned to a specific dual sector. Dur-
ing a given RAW slot, stations within a particular dual
sector contend for channel access to communicate with
the AP without collisions. Both proposals also reduce
the number of stations contending for the channel com-
pared to the IEEE 802.11ah protocol, resulting in a sig-
nificant improvement in packet delivery ratio and sys-
tem throughput. Additionally, the Dah protocol also
implements an adaptive transmission power scheme for
uplink transmission to improve the network energy ef-
ficiency in [24]. However, these proposals are imple-
mented with a single channel at the MAC layer, and
they cannot fully utilize the multiple-channel resources.
The SF-MAC protocol [25] enables stations to commu-
nicate with the AP through Forwarders operating on
different channels. By organizing stations into sectors
and utilizing multiple channels for data transmissions,
the SF-MAC improves packet delivery ratio and overall
network throughput.

This paper introduces a Spatial Multi-channel
Medium Access Control (SM-MAC) protocol designed
for IEEE 802.11ah networks. The protocol employs a
spatial organization strategy, clustering stations into
distinct sectors based on their geographical locations.
Intermediate stations, known as Forwarders, relay com-
munication between the AP and stations within each
sector. During each RAW, Forwarders and stations in
a given sector operate on separate channels, while the
AP alternates between the channels of each sector to
receive and transmit data packets. Compared to IEEE
802.11ah, the SM-MAC protocol significantly improves
network performance by taking advantage of multiple
channel resources.

3. IEEE 802.11ah MAC
protocol

3.1. Association and Authentication

IEEE 802.11ah supports two approaches for Associa-
tion and Authentication: the Centralized Authentica-
tion Control (CAC) and the Distributed Authentica-
tion Control (DAC) approaches. In the CAC approach,
the stations choose a random number in the range [0,
1023]. The AP sets an Authentication Control Thresh-
old (ACT) and broadcasts it in every beacon interval.
Each station with a random number less than or equal
to the threshold ACT is allowed to send an Authen-
tication Request to the AP within the same beacon
interval. Otherwise, it is not allowed to access the
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channel until the next beacon interval. In the DAC
approach, each beacon interval is divided into Authen-
tication Control Slots (ACSs) of equal duration Tac.
Stations randomly select a beacon interval m and an
ACS l to send their Authentication Request. If the
Authentication Request attempt fails, the station in-
creases the number of authentication retries and re-
selects m and l. Within the ACS, the station attempts
to access the channel using the Enhanced Distributed
Channel Access (EDCA) mechanism.

3.2. Restricted Access Window

IEEE 802.11ah introduces the Restricted Access Win-
dow mechanism to mitigate collisions and improve
throughput in high-density IoT networks, where a large
number of stations require access to the channel simul-
taneously. It combines TDMA and CSMA/CA, divid-
ing the stations into groups, and allowing only those
stations belonging to specific groups to access the chan-
nel using Distributed Coordination Function (DCF)
and Enhanced Distributed Channel Access (EDCA) at
certain times. Fig. 3 illustrates the RAW grouping
mechanism. The channel access time is divided into
several small intervals, some of which are assigned to
RAWs, while others are considered shared channel air-
time and can be accessed by all stations. Each beacon
interval can include multiple RAWs, and each RAW is
further divided into RAW slots. Stations assigned to
a RAW are evenly split across the RAW slots using a
round-robin approach. If a station belongs to a RAW
group, it is allowed to contend for medium access only
at the beginning of its assigned RAW slot and will not
attempt to access the channel during any other RAW
slot within that RAW. The number of slots NRAW , Slot
Format, and the Slot Duration Count C are also spec-
ified in the RPS element. At the beginning of the bea-
con interval, the AP broadcasts a beacon frame with
a RAW Parameter Set (RPS) that specifies the RAW-
related information, such as group start time, duration,
and the stations assigned to RAW(s).

Fig. 3: RAW mechanism [1].

A station determines the index of its assigned RAW
slot, islot as follows [8]

islot = (x+Noffset) mod NRAW (1)

where Noffset is the offset value used to improve the
fairness among the stations, and x is the position index
of the station’s AID in the TIM bitmap; otherwise,
x is the station’s AID. Fig. 4 shows the RAW slot
assignment for paged and non-paged stations.

Fig. 4: RAW slot assignment [8].

4. The proposed SM-MAC
protocol

Fig. 5 shows an IEEE 802.11ah network with N sta-
tions and a single AP for the SM-MAC protocol. The
AP is equipped with two transceivers, each supporting
omnidirectional and directional modes. Additionally,
the AP supports a higher data rate on the channel fa,
while stations operate at a reduced data rate on dif-
ferent channels depending on their location. The AP
divides its coverage into S = 8 sectors, and stations
in sector s, (s = 0, ..., 7) operate on the corresponding
channel fs. A dual sector is defined as two opposite sec-
tors; e.g., sectors 0 and 4 are considered to be a dual
sector (0, 4). Since stations in each sector are within
transmission range of each other, the hidden terminal
problem is eliminated. For every sector s, the AP as-
signs a Uplink Forwarder (FWDu

s ) and a Downlink
Forwarder (FWDd

s ). A Forwarder either receives the
downlink data packets from the AP and passes them to
stations on the corresponding channel fs or collects the
uplink data packets from their stations and transmits
them to the AP on channel fs.

During the Authentication/Association process, a
new station attempts to connect with the AP on chan-
nel fa. Based on the signal received from the station,
the AP determines the station’s location. The AP as-
signs a 16-bit Association ID (AID) to the station,
where the sector index is represented by the three most
significant bits (bits 0-2). Since the AID is 16 bits long,
the SM-MAC supports up to 65,528 stations, with each
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Fig. 5: Topology of the SM-MAC protocol.

sector having a maximum number of stations. Similar
to [23, 24], the AID hierarchy includes sector, page,
block, subblock, and station, as shown in Fig. 6. The
first three bits of the AID indicate the station’s sector,
enabling it to communicate with forwarders FWDu

s

and FWDd
s on the channel fs.
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Fig. 6: AID structure in the SM-MAC protocol.

In the SM-MAC protocol, a RAW is divided into 2
SubRAWs: DL SubRAW and UL Sub RAW, as shown
in Fig. 7. On the channel fa, each SubRAW is further
divided into 8 FD slots for the collision-free transmis-
sions between AP and forwarders. On each channel
fs, SubRAW is divided into NR RAW slots for the
contention-based transmissions between the forwarder
and its stations. Each RAW slot has a duration of
DSlot.

In DL SubRAW, DL Forwarders FWDd
s receive

downlink packets from the AP on the channel fa on be-
half of their stations, while the stations transmit their
uplink packets to the corresponding UL Forwarders
FWDu

s on the different channel fs. In UL SubRAW,
UL Forwarders FWDu

s transmit the received uplink
packets to the AP on the channel fa, while the stations
receive their downlink packets from the corresponding
DL Forwarder FWDd

s on the different channel fs.

Fig. 8 illustrates the uplink (UL) communication
process for stations in sector s. During the DL Sub-
RAW, stations in sector s, denoted STA{s}, contend
for channel access to transmit the uplink packets to
their UL Forwarder FWDu

s within the assigned RAW
slots on the channel fs. Subsequently, in the UL Sub-
RAW, the UL Forwarder FWDu

s forwards the received

uplink packets to the AP in the corresponding FD slot
on the channel fa at a high data rate in a collision-free
manner.

Fig. 9 illustrates the downlink (DL) communications
from the AP to the stations in sector s. In the FD slot
of the DL SubRAW, the DL Forwarder FWDd

s receives
the downlink packets for its stations on the channel fa.
In the UL SubRAW, the stations contend to receive
downlink packets from the DL Forwarder FWDd

s on
the channel fs in the corresponding RAW slots.

5. Analytical Model

Consider an IEEE 802.11ah network comprising a sin-
gle AP and N stations randomly distributed within the
AP’s one-hop coverage area. The stations always have
uplink data to transmit to the AP, while the AP also
always has downlink data for the stations. The down-
link and uplink SubRAWs contain Nd

R and Nu
R RAW

slots, respectively.

Our analytical model assumes that n stations simul-
taneously contend for channel access to communicate
with their forwarders in a RAW slot. Following the
approach in [7,9,11], we employ a Markov chain model
under saturated conditions as described in [6]. Let b(t)
and s(t) denote the stochastic processes representing
the back-off counter and back-off stage, respectively,
at slot time t. The discrete-time Markov chain models
the two-dimensional process {s(t), b(t)}, as shown in
Fig. 10. The maximum back-off stage is denoted by
m, and the contention window (CW) for the ith back-
off stage is calculated as Wi = 2i ·W0, where i ranges
from 0 to m.

The station attempts to transmit a packet when the
back-off counter reaches zero. The probability, τ , that
a station transmits a packet in a time slot is [6]

τ =
2(1− 2p)

(1− 2p)(1 +W0) + pW0(1− (2p)
m
)

(2)

The collision occurs when more than one station
transmits in a time slot. The conditional collision prob-
ability p is assumed constant and independent [6]

p = 1− (1− τ)n−1 (3)

The channel can be in one of three states: idle, suc-
cessful, or collision. Let pilde, psuc and pcol denote the
probability that the channel is idle, the channel has a
successful transmission, and the channel has collisions,
respectively
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Fig. 11: Virtual transmission cycle.

Let δ and σ represent the propagation delay and
an empty slot time duration, respectively. Fig. 11
illustrates a virtual transmission cycle with three pos-
sible states: idle, successful transmission, and collision
transmission. The average time of a virtual transmis-
sion cycle and each successful packet transmission are
denoted as E[TC] and E[TXsuc], respectively, and are
given by

E[TC] = pidleσ + psucTsuc + pcolTcol

E[TXsuc] =
pidle

psuc
σ + pcol

psuc
Tcol + Tsuc

(5)

where Tsuc and Tcol are the durations for a successful
transmission and a collision transmission, respectively.

We use the superscript d/u for DL and UL communi-
cations without loss of generality, respectively. For DL
and UL communications, Tsuc and Tcol are determined
as follows

T d
suc = Tps_pol + T d

data + Tack + 2Tsifs + 3δ + Tdifs

Tu
suc = Trts + Tcts + Tu

data + Tack + 3Tsifs + 4δ + Tdifs

T d
col = Tps_pol + δ + Tdifs

Tu
col = Trts + δ + Tdifs

(6)

The number of data packets transmitted successfully
in a RAW slot is given by

Nsuc =
DSlot

E[TXsuc]
(7)
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The total number of packets that are transmitted in
a RAW slot is

Ntx =
Nsuc

(1− τ)
n−1 (8)

Let Pi be the power consumption of a station in an
idle state. The average energy consumption in each
transmission cycle consists of the energy consumption
in an idle state, the energy consumption of successful
transmission, and the energy consumption when a col-
lision happens. In case of a successful transmission,
a transmitter consumes energy of Etx and a receiver
consumes energy of Etx while the other stations con-
sume energy of PiTsuc. In case of a collision transmis-
sion among i stations, these stations consume energy of
Ecol, while the other stations consume energy of PiTcol.
The average energy consumption in each transmission
cycle is

E [ETC ] = pidlenPiσ + psuc (Etx + Erx + (n− 2)PiTsuc)

+
n∑

i=2

(
n
i

)
τ i(1− τ)

n−i
(iEcol + (n− i)PiTcol)

(9)

Next, we compare the performance of the IEEE
802.11ah and the proposed SM-MAC protocol in terms
of packet delivery ratio and throughput. Consider-
ing a network with N stations, the average number of
contending stations in each RAW slot for the IEEE
802.11ah and the SM-MAC protocol is as given in
Tab. 1.

Tab. 1: Number of stations in each RAW slot

IEEE 802.11ah SM-MAC
DL RAW/SubRAW nd

ah = N
Nd

R

nd
sm = N/8

Nd
R

UL RAW/SubRAW nu
ah = N

Nu
R

nu
sm = N/8

Nu
R

The probabilities that a station in the IEEE
802.11ah protocol transmits a packet in a time slot for
downlink or uplink are denoted by τdah and τuah, respec-
tively. Similarly, the probabilities for the SM-MAC
protocol are represented by τdsm and τusm, respectively.

5.1. Performance Analysis of IEEE
802.11ah

The packet delivery ratio (PDR) for the downlink (DL)
and uplink (UL) RAW is

PDR
d/u
ah = (1− τ

d/u
ah )n

d/u
ah −1 (10)

Let DSlot denote the duration of each RAW slot.
The total number of successfully transmitted packets
downlink and uplink communication

N
d/u
ah_suc = N

d/u
R

DSlot

E[TX
d/u
ah_suc]

(11)

where E[TX
d/u
ah_suc] is the average time of each suc-

cessful packet transmission for DL/UL communication.

Let E[P ] represent the average packet payload
length. Throughput is calculated as

S
d/u
ah =

N
d/u
ah_sucE[P ]

TRAW
(12)

Let E
[
energy

d/u
ah

]
be the total energy consumption

for downlink/uplink communications in a RAW. The
energy efficiency η is defined as the ratio between suc-
cessfully transmitted data and energy consumption.

η
d/u
ah =

N
d/u
ah_sucE[P ]

E
[
energy

d/u
ah

] (13)

5.2. Performance Analysis of the
SM-MAC protocol

The number of successfully transmitted packets for
downlink/uplink communications

N
d/u
SubRAW_suc = N

d/u
R

DSlot

E
[
TX

d/u
sm_suc

] (14)

The total number of data packets transmitted in
downlink/uplink communications

N
d/u
SubRAW_tx =

N
d/u
sm_suc

(1− τ
d/u
sm )

n
d/u
sm −1

(15)

Let TXsuc be the transmission duration for each
data packet in the FD slot on channel fa, and it can
be calculated as

TXd/u
suc = T

d/u
data + Tack + 2Tsifs + 2δ (16)

The total data packets transmitted in each FD slot

M
d/u
FD_suc =

FDslot

TX
d/u
suc

(17)

The packet delivery ratio for downlink/uplink com-
munications

PDRd/u
sm =

min(N
d/u
SubRAW_suc,M

d/u
suc )

min(N
d/u
SubRAW ,M

d/u
FD_suc)

(18)
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The total data packets transmitted successfully in
downlink/uplink communications

Nd/u
sm_suc = 8 ·min(N

d/u
SubRAW_suc,M

d/u
FD_suc) (19)

The downlink/uplink throughput

Sd/u
sm =

N
d/u
sm_sucE[P ]

TRAW
(20)

Let E
[
energy

d/u
sm

]
be the total energy consumption

of DL/UL communication in each RAW. The energy
efficiency of the SM-MAC protocol is given by

ηd/usm =
N

d/u
sm_sucE[P ]

E
[
energy

d/u
sm

] (21)

6. Performance Evaluation

An event-driven simulation program implemented in
MATLAB is employed to validate our model. Based on
the performance analysis in Section 5, the performance
of UL and DL communication is comparable. Conse-
quently, this section presents the performance evalua-
tion for UL communication in saturated conditions in
terms of packet delivery ratio (PDR), throughput, and
energy efficiency. The simulation parameters used for
this evaluation are summarized in Tab. 2.

6.1. Performance comparison versus
the number of stations

This section compares the performance of the SM-
MAC protocol to the IEEE 802.11ah protocol under
varying numbers of stations. The number of RAW
slots Nu

R is set to 20 slots. The number of stations
is changed from 20 stations to 8,000 stations. The
stations are allocated to RAW slots based on Eq. 1.
Analytical results are denoted “-ana”, while simulation
results are denoted “-sim” in the figures. With the sim-
plifications and assumptions inherent in our Markov
chain model [6] proposed by Bianchi, there may be
some discrepancies between analytical and simulation
results.

Fig. 12 illustrates the probability of successful
packet transmission of the SM-MAC protocol com-
pared to the IEEE 802.11ah MAC protocol under vary-
ing numbers of stations. As the number of stations in-
creases, the number of stations in each RAW slot also
increases, leading to an increased probability of colli-
sion when competing for channel access. From there,

Fig. 12: Packet delivery ratio versus the number of stations.

the probability of successful packet transmission de-
creases with an increasing number of stations. How-
ever, the number of stations in the SM-MAC protocol
contending for the channel in a RAW slot is less than
the number of stations in the IEEE 802.11ah proto-
col since the stations are divided into sectors and use
different channels for concurrent data transmissions in
the SM-MAC protocol. Therefore, stations in the SM-
MAC protocol have a higher packet delivery ratio than
the IEEE 802.11ah protocol when there is the same
total number of stations in the network.

Fig. 13: Throughput versus the number of stations.

Fig. 13 shows a comparison of the throughput of
the SM-MAC protocol and the MAC protocol in IEEE
802.11ah according to the number of stations. The
throughput of both protocols decreases as the num-
ber of stations increases. In the SM-MAC protocol,
all stations in the network are divided by sectors and
then grouped into each RAW slot. This segmentation
reduces contention when stations compete to exchange
data with Forwarders, resulting in a higher probability
of success. Additionally, up to eight channels are used
concurrently for data transmissions, further boosting
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Tab. 2: MAC parameters

Parameters Value Parameters Value
Data rate on fs 0.65 Mbps Data rate on fa 26 Mbps
TPLCP 20 µs MAC Header 224 bits
[CWmin, CWmax] [16, 1024] PS-POLL 20 bytes
RTS 20 bytes ACK 14 bytes
CTS 14 bytes Payload 128 bytes
Slot time σ 52 µs SIFS 160 µs
Propagation time δ 1 µs DIFS 264 µs

the overall system throughput of the SM-MAC proto-
col compared to the IEEE 802.11ah protocol.

Fig. 14: Energy efficiency versus the number of stations.

Fig. 14 illustrates the energy efficiency of the SM-
MAC and IEEE 802.11ah protocols according to the
number of stations. Energy efficiency is defined as the
ratio between total throughput and total energy con-
sumption of the system. The energy efficiency of both
protocols decreases as the number of stations increases.
As the number of stations increases, the probability
of collision increases, leading to increased energy con-
sumption for successful data transmission. Through-
put decreases and energy consumption increases as the
number of stations increases, leading to reduced en-
ergy efficiency. However, the SM-MAC protocol offers
a notable advantage over the IEEE 802.11ah protocol.
It supports simultaneous data transmission on eight
channels, thereby reducing collision probabilities, in-
creasing successful data packet transmissions, and ul-
timately consuming less energy. Consequently, the en-
ergy efficiency of the SM-MAC protocol surpasses that
of the IEEE 802.11ah protocol.

6.2. Performance comparison versus
the number of RAW slots

This section presents a comparison of the performance
of the SM-MAC protocol and IEEE 802.11ah protocol

when changing the number of RAW slots while fixing
the number of stations at 800 stations. The number of
RAW slots is changed from 5 slots to 50 slots. Analyt-
ical results are denoted “-ana”, while simulation results
are denoted “-sim” in the figure.

Fig. 15: Packet delivery ratio versus the number of RAW slots.

Fig. 15 shows the probability of successful packet
transmission of the two protocols SM-MAC and IEEE
802.11ah as the number of RAW slots changes. Both
protocols exhibit an increasing probability of success-
ful transmission with a higher number of RAW slots.
When the number of RAW slots increases, the number
of stations in each slot will decrease, and the proba-
bility of collision between stations in the same RAW
slot will decrease. Consequently, the packet delivery
ratio increases as the number of RAW slots increases.
The SM-MAC protocol further reduces collision prob-
abilities by dividing the collision domain, enhancing
successful transmission probability. This explains why
the SM-MAC protocol consistently achieves a higher
packet delivery ratio than the IEEE 802.11ah protocol
when the number of RAW slots increases.

The throughput of both SM-MAC and IEEE
802.11ah protocols according to the number of RAW
slots is depicted in Fig. 16. The throughput of both
protocols is relatively stable and is not affected by
changing the number of RAW slots. However, it is
worth noting that the SM-MAC protocol enjoys an ad-
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Fig. 16: Throughput versus the number of RAW slots.

vantage in that it supports simultaneous data trans-
mission across eight channels. This feature contributes
to a higher total throughput for the SM-MAC protocol
compared to the IEEE 802.11ah protocol.

Fig. 17: Energy efficiency versus the number of RAW slots.

Fig. 17 presents a comparison of the energy effi-
ciency of the two protocols when varying the number
of RAW slots. It is evident that as the number of
RAW slots increases, the energy efficiency of both pro-
tocols also increases. This improvement is attributed
to the fact that as the number of RAW slots grows,
the probability of successful packet transmission like-
wise increases, resulting in reduced energy consump-
tion and reduced contention for channel access among
stations. The SM-MAC protocol divides stations by
sectors and groups them into RAW slots, so the proba-
bility of successful transmission is higher than in IEEE
802.11ah. Furthermore, the SM-MAC protocol mini-
mizes waiting times for packet transmission and can
simultaneously transmit more data packets than the
IEEE 802.11ah protocol. Consequently, the energy ef-
ficiency of the SM-MAC protocol significantly outper-
forms that of IEEE 802.11ah.

7. Conclusion

This paper introduces a novel Spatial Multi-channel
Medium Access Control (SM-MAC) protocol for IEEE
802.11ah networks. The SM-MAC protocol requires
two transceivers, each capable of operating in om-
nidirectional and directional modes. The AP spa-
tially groups stations into sectors, with each sector
having uplink and downlink forwarders to facilitate
data transmission/reception from the AP. Communi-
cation between stations and forwarders, as well as be-
tween forwarders and the AP, occurs on different chan-
nels. Analysis and performance evaluation demon-
strate that the SM-MAC protocol significantly im-
proves system capacity, reduces collision probability,
and improves energy efficiency, albeit at the cost of
increased transceiver implementation complexity.
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